researchers. More than 95% of the taxa in the present list were listed in scientific collections and were included in the checklist, however a few species records were based on reliable photographs (two of which are Figure 2G and 3C). Taxonomic nomenclature follows Bérnils and Costa (2012) and the voucher specimen numbers can be found in Appendix 1. The collected specimens were fixed in 10% formalin and subsequently deposited in one of the following scientific collections. 
Introduction
Recent estimates suggest that only 9% of Brazilian Atlantic forest fragments are protected, that 80% of these fragments are smaller than 50 ha, and that they are separated from one another by a mean distance of 1.4 km (Ribeiro et al. 2008) . The herpetofauna of the coastal region of Bahia is threatened by deforestation, agriculture, animal husbandry and road construction. There is thus an urgent need to ensure that species richness is mapped as part of the medium-and long-term conservation and management strategies of the remaining natural fragments (Mace 2004) .
The inventories of herpetofauna in the Brazilian Atlantic forest have grown in the past 10 years, adding surprising new information to datasets that already demonstrated the Atlantic forest's megadiversity (Argôlo2004; Tonini et al. 2010; Morato et al. 2011; Freitas et al. 2012; Souza Filho and Verrastro 2012) . In Bahia, most research on reptiles is conducted in the Atlantic Forest south of the capital, Salvador, leaving the northern portion of the Atlantic Forest largely undocumented. Thus, this paper aims to fill this knowledge gap by presenting information on species composition of squamate reptiles from the northern Atlantic Forest of Bahia.
Material and Methods
The study area is located in a geographical division also known as the "Reconcavo Baiano", a geographical break provided by the "Todos os Santos" bay and which corresponds to the municipalities of the northern coast of the state of Bahia, Brazil. This study is limited to the east by the Atlantic Ocean, to the south by the municipality of Valença, to the north by the municipality of Jandaíra and to the west by the municipalities of Ubaíra and Feira de Santana, although some of these municipalities are linked to the Caatinga biome (Ab Saber1977; Figure 1 ). This study began in 1992 when we started to collect specimens in an opportunistic fashion, mostly as a result of road kills or specimens found dead by other Figure 2D ), found in southeast Bahia between Ilhéus and Itabuna until Elíseo Medrado and Santa Terezinha, the northern limit of its distribution (Freitas 1999) . Among the amphisbaenids, the occurrence of Leposternon octostegum (Duméril, 1851) ( Figure 2E ) is highlighted, because while being abundant, it was only found in five municipalities: Salvador, Camaçari, Simões Filho, Mata de São João and Dias D' Ávila (Barros-Filho et al. 2013 ). In addition, we also recorded three threatened species, the snake Bothrops pirajai Amaral, 1923 and the lizards Ameivula abaetensis (Dias, Rocha & Vrcibradic, 2002) and Ameivula nativo (Rocha, Bergallo & PeccininiSeale, 1997) ( Figure 2F ) (IUCN, 2013) , that have restricted distributions and are threatened by habitat loss. Considering the distribution of the species in the present study, it is likely that the Baía de Todos os Santos functions as a geographical barrier for the dispersal of land animals in ombrophilous environments of the coastal Atlantic forest. This is not surprising considering the last stretch of the Paraguassu River is well over 200 m wide in its narrowest portions and the water is brackish (Freitas and Silva 2005) .
Several species with a wide distribution in the Atlantic Forest have the northernmost limit of their coastal distribution in this biome at the Paraguassu River. Examples of these are the snakes Trilepida salgueiroi (Amaral ,1955) (Figure 2G Figure 3E ) (Argôlo 2004; Freitas and Silva 2005; Rocha, 2005, 2014) . However, this probable barrier is also the southern limit of the coastal Atlantic Forest distribution of several species. Among these are the snakes Epicrates assisi Machado, 1945 ( Figure 3F ), Erythrolamprus viridis (Günther, 1862) ( Figure 3G ), Helicops leopardinus (Schlegel, 1837) ( Figure 3H ), Helicops angulatus (Linnaeus, 1758) ( Figure  4A ), Chironius flavolineatus (Jan, 1863) ( Figure 4F ) and Philodryas nattereri Steindachner, 1870 ( Figure 4B ), the amphisbaena Leposternon octostegum (Duméril, 1851) , and the lizards Ameivula abaetensis (Dias, Rocha & Vrcibradic, 2002) , Leposoma sp. 2, Dryadosaura nordestina Rodrigues, Freire, Pellegrino & Sites Jr., 2005 ( Figure  4C ), Tropidurus hispidus (Spix, 1825) ( Figure 4D ) and Tropidurus hygomi Reinhardt & Luetken, 1861.
As a consequence the advance of deforestation in municipalities such as Sapeaçu, Cruz das Almas, Santo Antônio de Jesus and Elíseo Medrado, we have registered species of snakes typical of the Caatinga occupying environments that were once rainforests. Examples of this are: Epicrates assisi Machado, 1945, Crotalus durissus cascavella Wagler, 1824 ( Figure 4E ) and Philodryas nattereri Steindachner 1870. These species were found as road kill on the BR 101 highway, which crosses the Paraguassu River from north to south. Nevertheless, the previously mentioned species have not been not found in the range of coastal sand banks to the south of the Paraguassu River or in the salt marshes to the north of Salvador. Human actions may also have been responsible for the movement of the lizard Tropidurus torquatus Wiegmann, 1834 from Itaparica Island in the Baia de Todos os Santos to the city of Salvador (Rodrigues 1987) . Paleoclimatic implications to the north of this region of the Baia de Todos os Santos propitiated vast patches of Cerrado, especially in the municipalities of Camaçari and Dias D' Ávila, dominated by large tabular relief with deep and ancient "latossols" sensulato with predominance of laterites and flora with over 50% of the typical species of Cerrado sensulato (IBGE 1999) . The presence of patches of Cerrado near the north coast of Bahia, and the fact that the Atlantic Forest was originally narrower there, provided the penetration of species of more open ecosystems such as the Cerrado and Caatinga, especially species that can be found in coastal dunes and salt marshes, including the snakes Epicrates assisi Machado,1945, Chironius flavolineatus (Jan, 1863) ( Figure 4F ), Erythrolamprus viridis (Günther, 1862), Phimophis guerini (Duméril, Duméril & Bibron, 1854) ( Figure 4G ) and Philodryas nattereri Steindachner, 1870 (Freitas 1999 (Freitas , 2003 . Bothrops lutzi (Miranda-Ribeiro, 1915) (Figure 4H ) is presented as a case of this unusual isolation of these patches of Cerrado, because its populations are found about 1000 km to the west of the western Cerrado Region of Bahia (Silva and Rodrigues 2008) . The lizards Tropidurus hispidus (Spix, 1825) , Gymnodactylus geckoides Spix, 1825 ( Figure 5C Knowledge of the assemblage and distribution of squamate reptiles in the Atlantic Forest of northern Bahia is of great importance for taking measures to preserve the fauna in this region. This will support a model for the conservation of these species, serving as a historical testimony that this fauna still occurs in the forest fragments and other preserved ecosystems, based on the geographical barrier isolating this group of vertebrates between the Baia de Todos os Santos and the Paraguassu River.
The wealth of information presented in this species list showcases the potential impact of secondary data sources, such as faunal rescues, environmental impact studies, and road kill on improving the conservation and management of biodiversity. These data sources can be particularly key in the case of megadiverse countries such as Brazil where the financial and human resources for extensive fauna inventories are not always available. Such sources are also important in the case of Natural History museum collections, providing an extensive source of specimens that can be used in meta analysis such as species distribution models and the assessment of a species conservation status. Simultaneously, the present species list highlights the importance of encouraging practitioners to compile and publish the datasets available to them, as a way to improve biodiversity management and conservation. 
